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Good old classic fun
SJSU graduate gives up teaching for video games
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Retro video gamers and music lovers can expect to be dazzled by the
combination of the two this weekend.
SJSU alumus Eric Fanali, dressed
in a red flannel jacket and blue jeans,
iPhone in hand, a tether to his bustling
world, recounted how Rockage, a twoday event full of music and vintage
video games came to pass.
“I want to combine my love for
music and video games,” Fanali said.
Fanali, who has a bachelors of science in public relations and a graduate
degree in education, both from SJSU,
said he taught for a while, but was
then offered a job at Activision.
Music and video games will not be
separate at Rockage, so while players
are engrossed in their game, music
will be playing in the background, according to Fanali.
Rockage will be held Feb. 11 and 12
from 12 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. each day at
the San Jose Woman’s Club in San Jose
at 75 South 11th street.
The event costs $20 for advanced
two-day pass or $20 at the door for
each day, according to the event’s
flyer.
Fanali said he created this event in
order to keep classic gaming alive. His

music event at the San Jose Woman’s Club this weekend.
Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

favorite type of arcade games are dual
stick games, such as Robotron 2084.
The event will have classic video
game systems like Atari, Nintendo,
Super Nintendo and more. There will
also be retro arcade games, and all the
games are on free play mode, according to Fanali.
The event is open to all ages and
food and beverages will be sold at the
event. There will be alcohol for the
21-and-over crowd, according to the
flyer and Fanali.
The SJSU graduate has been working on his dream for years.
He said wanted to make sure that
the event has the proper venue to
showcase his inaugural event.
“I wanted to have the event close to
San Jose State and the Silicon Valley,”
Fanali said.
He has had the same job for 12
years, which is at Activision, the same
place he interned at in college, according to Fanali.
“If I could give one piece of advice
to students, it would be to take your
internship seriously,” Fanali said. “I
learned the most there.”
One of the main reasons he wanted
the event in San Jose was because he
went to SJSU. He also went on to say
that the Silicon Valley should have
event like this.

Some of the arcade games will be
provided by Andy Kuntz, a co-owner
of T Minus One.
T Minus One is a game supplying
company that has arcade games at
most video arcades in the area and he
will bring about 30 arcade games to
the event, according to Kuntz.
“We want to be apart of anything
that keeps retro gaming alive,” Kuntz
said.
Kuntz met Fanali at the California
Extreme show, a classic gaming expo,
and they came together along with
others to make this show happen.
The consoles and video games
are being donated by Fanali and his
friends.
“We spend our whole lives keeping
these games running,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said he will be at the event as
well in case anything happens or there
are any problems with the machines.
However, the way these machines
are built, most of the hardware is in
the back so fluids don’t harm the computer area, according to Kuntz.
Along with these retro games, there
will be music playing and Q-and-A forums.
The forums will include a Chiptune Panel, prizes and an opening and
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Art professors working
to introduce new major
Art, media and technology
combined for students to
learn different skill sets

Local promoter and SJSU graduate Eric Fanali is the
brainchild behind Rockage, a two-day vintage gaming and
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Professors from the school of art
and design are working on a new degree called “Art, Media, and Technology.”
“In the real art world, sculpture
and digital art have never really been
completely separated,” associate professor Shannon Wright said.
Head of the spatial art area, Wright
said she has been working for years
with students in digital media art.
Joel Slayton, a professor who
started the digital media art program
25 years ago, has been working with
a lot of spatial art students over the
years, Wright said.
Students were also a huge part
of how the idea manifested, according to digital media professor James
Morgan.
“Our spatial students were building things, but they were also wanting to create websites,” Morgan said.
The same went for digital media
students wanting to create physical
art.
“In their Capstone gallery projects, they would be involved with
a gallery show and would have to
fabricate something to display with
what they were working with,”
Morgan said.

“I think it’s interesting, and my
boyfriend is a video game design
major,” said Sadie Navarro, freshman
fine arts major.
Morgan said it was a “no-brainer”
to include both sets of skills in the
same degree program, because they
were learning them anyway.
“From my standpoint, I think
sculptures shouldn’t just get to work
with old school processes and be
oblivious to computer things because
computers are ubiquitous now,”
Wright said.
A year and a half ago, the professors started the process of putting
the program through the curriculum
committee, according to Wright.
“It would create a new merged
program that would allow students to
become skilled in both making things
with traditional techniques,” she said.
“This could include metal casting,
woodworking, ceramics, glass (all a
part of spatial art).”
The students can also learn to
make videos, interactive digital work
and can play with robotics as well asbecome more contemporary artists in
general and vice versa, Wright said.
People that make sculpture include electronic components or digital components, she said.
“They might have video elements
in their artwork or they might make
interactive things where you walk
in and maybe you trigger a motion
detector, for example, that causes
something to happen,” Morgan said.

SEE NEW MAJOR PAGE 3

The SJSU school of art and design
• Consists of more than 1,900 students
• Nearly 100 faculty and staff members

Some majors offered in this department include:
Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Science

n Design Studies
n Digital Media Art
n Photography

n Foundations
n Industrial Design

All information courtesy of the SJSU school of art and design website
Infographic by Nic Aguon / Spartan Daily

Romney’s lead slimming in tight GOP race
Santorum wins three
states Tuesday, Romney
slowly losing his lead
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

LOS ANGELES — The road to the
Republican presidential nomination
just got longer, steeper and less predictable.
Mitt Romney is still the prohibitive
front-runner as the race heads to Arizona and Michigan. He alone has the
financial and organizational wherewithal to stay in the race and fight in
every contest through the last big day
of balloting, on June 2.
But by losing three out of three
Tuesday contests to Rick Santorum
— two of them in blowouts — Romney underlined several of the weaknesses of his candidacy, starting
with his failure to connect with the
GOP’s most conservative voters. In
Minnesota, Colorado and Missouri,

Romney lost ground to Santorum in
areas where the Republican base is
strongest.
He also lagged far behind his own
performance four years ago — receiving in Minnesota, for instance, less
than a third of the vote he won in
2008. That suggests both a general lack
of enthusiasm for his candidacy and,
perhaps, a specific aversion to the former Massachusetts governor — echoing recent polls that have shown Romney less popular as the race continues.
Nothing changed in terms of the
delegate count, as strategists for the
front-runner were quick to note. The
caucuses in Minnesota and Colorado
were just the start of their election
process, and Missouri’s primary was
a so-called “beauty contest,” with no
bearing on how delegates are awarded. Romney is still comfortably ahead
in the very early count.
But if Tuesday’s results merely delayed the inevitable, as many party
analysts and insiders suggested, it is a
delay that will be costly for Romney
in terms of time, money and the price

of waging two fights at once, against
President Barack Obama and a persistent pack of Republican rivals.
Romney has shown a pattern
throughout the campaign of ignoring his Republican opponents when
doing well, only to suddenly engage
them when he stumbles. So it was
no surprise that he held an airport
news conference in Atlanta Wednesday to assail Santorum and offer,
strategists said, a preview of what is
to come.
Having let up on Gingrich, only to
watch his campaign revive in South
Carolina after poor showings in Iowa
and New Hampshire, the Romney
team said it would try to yoke both he
and Santorum to the hated Beltway
establishment.
“Rick Santorum was a major earmarker and continued to defend earmarks,” Romney said in Atlanta, referring to the congressional practice of
designating federal money for specific
local purposes. “Republicans spent
too much money, borrowed too much
money, earmarked too much, and Rick

Supporters of GOP presidential candidate Rick Santorum, Marjorie Hosten, her
dad, Ted, and their pig attend Santorum’s campaign event in Blaine, Minn. on Tuesday, amid Minnesota’s Republican caucuses. Photo courtesy of Glen Stubbe / MCT

Santorum and Newt Gingrich have to
be held accountable.”
Santorum, who seemed to fade after barely winning Iowa, offered a tart
taste Wednesday of what Romney can
expect in return.

Appearing early Wednesday on
CNN, the former Pennsylvania senator pushed back against Romney’s
election night assertion that the

SEE GOP RACE PAGE 2
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GOP RACE:
Romney
remains
front
runner

Research Foundation provides avenues for funding

FROM PAGE 1

Research projects at SJSU
come and go, and the group
that backs up the funding is the
SJSU Research Foundation.
According to the chief operating officer of the research
foundation, Mary Sidney, the
foundation is a non-profit organization that helps find ways
to provide funds for research at
SJSU.
“The SJSU Research Foundation helps to provide structure
for faculty to pursue and manage projects funded by state
and faculty grants,” Sidney said.
Sidney said the state doesn’t
provide the funds for research
faculty members and added
that they have to dig their way
to find and raise money.
According to Sidney, the organization will help find funds
from hundreds of well-known
organizations including NASA,
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
She said that other than the
research projects, hundreds
of state and federal agencies,
businesses and private foundations will partner with the
research foundation to engage
SJSU faculty in public service
and community projects, consulting and other specialized
educational activities.
According to Sidney, the
projects and research can be
done on almost anything ranging from art, biology, math,
nursing, social work and
engineering.

Republican presidential contest
amounts to a choice between a
business world outsider and a
Washington insider.
“Mr. Outsider was for a government takeover of health
care, was for a government
takeover of the private sector
— the Wall Street bailout — and
for a takeover of industry and
energy with cap-and-trade,”
Santorum said. “So, Mr. Private
Sector was Mr. Big Government.”
If Tuesday’s balloting produced an embarrassment for
Romney, it was a complete humiliation for the former House
speaker.
Gingrich finished a distant
third in Colorado, fourth in
Minnesota and did not even appear on the ballot in Missouri,
after failing to qualify. Apparently sensing disaster, he spent
Election Day in Ohio, which
does not vote for another
month.
Given his dismal performance, it has become much
harder for Gingrich to argue
that he is the conservative alternative to Romney, a case he
has pressed since his lone victory last month in the South Carolina primary. (It is foolhardy,
however, to predict Gingrich’s
demise, given his earlier recoveries from political near-death.)
Gingrich’s best hope appears
to be a strong performance in
the next debate, in just under
two weeks in Arizona, and a
batch of wins when the campaign heads south next month
to Georgia, where he served in
Congress, Tennessee and the
border state of Oklahoma.
Like Gingrich, Santorum is
picking and choosing his fights.
He signaled Wednesday that he
would make his next stand in
Michigan, which holds its primary the same day as Arizona,
on Feb. 28.
It is a risky move: Romney,
whose father was a popular
three-term governor, was born
in Detroit and remains something of a favorite son. But
Michigan has an open primary,
meaning Santorum can target
his more economic populist
message at working-class voters, regardless of their political
affiliation. And unlike Arizona,
which is a winner-take-all contest, Michigan allows even nonwinners to collect delegates.
A win in Michigan would be
a good start. But he must build a
national organization and fundraising base and do so quickly,
because Super Tuesday — when
nearly a dozen states vote — is
less than a month away.
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Recent $73 million
NASA award aims to
develop air safety
and travel efficiency
Christian Gin
Staff Writer

Sydney mentioned that one
project facilitated by the foundation pairs up funding from
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
SJSU’s Moss Landing Marine
Laboratory.
Kenneth Coale, the director
of the Moss Landing Marine
Laboratories stated in an email
that the lab receives funding
from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to
participate in the Alliance for
Coastal Technologies.
According to Coale, this
means that they are able to
test coastal ocean monitoring
equipment and report about
their performances.
Coale said the administration also deals with fisheries
and provides weather information.
“NOAA provides the data to
inform the regulation of fisheries,” Coale said. “In addition,
NOAA has developed a series
of observatories, most notably
the TOGA-TAO array along the
equatorial Pacific that informs
the development of El Nino and
La Nina perturbations in the
Southern Oscillation index.”
The foundation becomes
the contact authority for SJSU
groups searching for funds,
Coale said.
“The researchers at MLML,
and perhaps elsewhere in the
SJSU, write grants to NOAA
and are awarded,” Coale said.
“The foundation administers
these funds and takes a cut for
their efforts.”
According to Sidney, the research foundation is not a one
man job, as there are more than
1,000 people on staff who help
out.
The end of a 2011 report
said there were 203 faculty
members, 829 students and
567 other staff members who
have helped out with the
organization.

Parking
Made Easy

Fourth Street Garage and
Second & San Carlos Street Garage
Spring Semester Parking
Only $160 for SJSU Students
January 15 through May 31
Permits available for purchase
at garage offices.
Students must provide valid student ID
and proof of enrollment (minimum 6 units).
Please bring originals with copies.
For more information, call 794-1090.

GET DIRECTIONS, MAPS AND MORE AT

sjdowntownparking.com

One thing that is connected to the research foundation
is the SJSU office of graduate
studies. According to its website, they are there to help the
research foundation with collaborative research efforts and
the development of the quality
of the program.
Recently, the research
foundation received an award
of more than $73 million to
participate in NASA research.
According to Kevin Jordan, a
professor of psychology and
human factors and ergonomics, the school plans to help
develop improvements in the
safety and efficiency of air and
space travel.
“We are grateful for the opportunity to build on that collaboration to meet the design
challenges of initiatives such
as the Next Generation Air
Transportation System and the
Space Launch System,” Jordan
said in an SJSU press release.
“We are well positioned to
face those challenges and we
are committed to partnering
with Human Systems Integration researchers in advancing
NASA missions.”
According to the press release, employees will be able
to work with NASA scientists
on several projects over the
next five years with this agreement.
According to human resource coordinator Angelique
Duysings, if someone works
for the program, it would be
an opportunity to experience
researching and collaborating
with different agencies and organizations.
“(You) will learn a lot of
stuff, and network with people
when working with the research foundation,” she said.
“It is great to see others willing to help out what faculty
wants, in assisting them on
research projects.”

The SJSU Research Foundation:
• Employs 1,300 staff members
• Has an annual revenue of $74 million
Operates three incubators:
n
n
n

San Jose BioCenter (SJBC)
Environmental Business Center (EBC)
US Market Access Center (US MAC)

First Major Project: Construction of the
University’s original football stadium
Second Major Project: Acquiring the land
where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
now stands

SJSU Research Foundation Statistics:
Fiscal
Year

Grants
Awarded

Dollars
Awarded

2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10

312
311
346
369
224

$41,554,559
$56,736,054
$48,203,781
$55,737,048
$33,898,666

Information compiled from the SJSU Research Foundation
website and the San Jose State University Research
Foundation Comparative Contracts and Grants Awards
Statistics As of Jan. 31, 2010
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ON THIS DAY IN 1993

THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED...

Above: Joe Santos, left, tries to pass his fraternity brother Greg Sehestedt while Go Karting on
Monterey Avenue. The evenings event was sponsored by the fraternity as an activity for rush.
Photo by Monty Comse / Spartan Daily
Spartan Baseball kicks off season winning two of three against USF: The Spartan baseball
team took two out of three games over the weekend against the University of San Francisco to open
the 1993 season.

Ballet group brings dances of Spain, Philippines to city: The ballet group “Ambiente Espanol”
brought its Spanish and Pilipino culture to SJSU along with scholarship money. The show featured the
company’s ballet dancers who performed to the music and scenery of Spain.
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NEW MAJOR: Work in progress
FROM PAGE 1
In digital art, there has been
a move towards doing it yourself, she said.
“A bunch of people converge
that are interested in making
thing,” she said. “ People who
might have been really computer oriented are now starting to drift towards wanting
to use computer numerically
controlled equipment like laser
cutters and CNC routers.”
A Computerized Numerical Control is a tool to control
machine tools through computer data, such as using a laser
for wood-cutting, according to
Wright.
The program was enthusiastically supported all the way
through the curriculum review
processes, Wright said.
“But there was one hitch,
which was that programs were
not being approved that have
more than 120 units. She said,
“We now have to lose a few
of the units. We have to organize it in a way that makes
sense.”

According to undergraduate
studies associate vice president
Dennis Jaehne, the proposal
was turned down by the provost in December.
According to the Academic
Senate’s policy recommendation in 2001, “Justification for
programs to continue to require more than 120 units shall
include, at the time of the next
regularly scheduled program
review, documentation of accreditation requirements, or of
specified needs from employers or graduate or professional
schools, or of other compelling
needs.”
There’s a long process that
needs to happen, according to
Morgan.
“We need to make sure that
this isn’t going to impact our
accreditation as an art school,”
he said. “We need to make sure
we can actually change the
number of unit’s we’re working
with so we can actually create a
program that’s viable and valuable as a professional degree
(BFA).”

Spatial art and digital media
are already converging, according to Morgan.
“You’ve got a laser cutter or
a wood router that depends on
digital files,” Morgan said. “So
is that a digital media class, or
is that a sculpture class? Really,
it’s both.”
“By combining (digital media) with the spatial area, we’re
really looking forward to contemporary manufacturing processes,” Morgan said.
“I feel like creating new experiences is good for people,”
animation/illustration major
Mina Armanii said. “Neither is
better than the other.”
“Most BFAs are 132 units,
but new degrees cost money.
Administration should support it, and it seems unfair,”
Armanii said.
However, Morgan is not discouraged by the setback.
“We just have to go back
and recalculate and rebuild
the program,” Morgan said.
“It’s not tragic, but it’s just a
difficulty.”
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ROCKAGE: Classic gaming alive
according to Morgan Tucker
who is in a Chiptune band
called Crashfaster.
Chiptunes are music made
with defunked eight-bit computers and consoles, according
to Tucker.
“I joined Eric in this project
because it is in line with my
original vision of artists, musicians and gamers all coming
together,” Tucker said.
There are more than 1,000
Chiptune bands worldwide,
Tucker said.
The San Jose Woman’s club
will bring in a generator to accommodate all the games and
the bands, according to Kuntz.
The schedule of bands, DJs
and panels is on their Tumblr
website. There is also a Face-

Jazz studies major Jerry
Holmes, “It’s a pretty cool
event.”
Fanali said the reason the
event is going on now is sports
and video game industry are
both in a lull.
“This way we have the stage
all to ourselves,” Fanali said.
He said he also hopes to
have this event be an annual
event that people look forward
to every year.
Even though Kuntz and his
company don’t make a profit
on this endeavor, they are committed to keeping this event going.
“Eric and I have a friendly
relationship and I want to keep
the event alive,” Kuntz said.
However, the SJSU graduate

making for three years, according to Fanali.
Fanali understands that this
event is not for everyone.
The event is privately funded because he did not want
anyone or any corporation telling him how to run his event,
he said.
“There are no back-stage
passes here, no behind-thescenes,” Fanali said.
Fanali said he will be available to talk to during the event
and he wants to get feedback
from visitors on how they
could improve the event for
next year.
“I am putting on this event
because I remember these
games as a magical time in my
life,” Fanali said.
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SJSU baseball sheds rust as it prepares for new season
by Ron Gleeson
Executive Editor

Three months of intense
training in the fall, a monthlong vacation from the diamond and now just eight days
from the 2012 season, the SJSU
baseball team is eager to build
on last season that encountered
many peaks and valleys.
Despite the long and productive offseason, head coach
Sam Piraro said baseball is a
sport that encompasses the
idea of ever-improving talent,
which he expects from this
year’s Spartan squad.
“We are still trying to create a mentality and culture to
where every time we hit the
field we have to show improvement and make progress on
things we’ve been working on,”
Piraro said.
As part of its preseason routine, the team played a threegame series of inter-squad
games to give Piraro a chance
to watch his players in a gamelike scenario, as well as give the
players an opportunity to get
back into the swing of things.
However, Piraro said there is
evidence of rust that has yet to
be removed.
“The three months in the
fall is no picnic what they
have to go through,” he said.
“Then there’s the month off,
which can create some rust. I
think we might still be suffering from that.”
Big names are missing
from the 2011 team that finished in fifth place in the
Western Athletic Conference
with a 35-26 overall record,
11-13 in the WAC.
The Spartans return a total
of nine pitchers and 12 position players from last season.
Twelve are letter-winners and
13 are newcomers to the roster.
By the end of the 2011 Major League Baseball Draft, five
Spartans from last year’s team
were slated to join professional
baseball clubs.
Pitcher Roberto Padilla was
picked by the Colorado Rockies
in the eighth round, first baseman Danny Stienstra to the
St. Louis Cardinals in the 12th
round, pitcher Esteban Guzman
in the 17th round to the Washington Nationals and outfielder
Kerry Jenkins was selected by
the Arizona Diamondbacks in
the 44th round.
Blake McFarland, who was
selected by WAC Sports as the
2011 conference’s preseason
pitcher of the year, went un-

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 8 issue of the
Spartan Daily, the article titled
“SJSU senior pursuing his
dream of Olympic glory,” incorrectly identified a national
boxing competition as the
National Golden Globe tournament. The actual name of the
competition is the National
Golden Gloves tournament.
The Spartan Daily regrets the
error.

For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to

cameracinemas.com

Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers
All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00
Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
Seniors/Kids/Students -- $7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG)
$7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG) b4 6pm M-F & 4pm Sat-Sun

• 559-6900
CAMERA
7• Pruneyard/Campbell
◆ Sony 4K Digital
(C7) • ✔ Final Week • * No
Passes

CAMERA 7• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
◆*STAR WARS EPIS. 1 3D (PG) ◆PINA 3D (NR)
*SAFE HOUSE (PG-13) ◆HUGO (in 3D/2D) (PG)
ALBERT NOBBS (R) ◆THE ARTIST (PG-13)
THE DESCENDANTS (R) ✔WAR HORSE (PG13)
IRON LADY (PG13) ✔EXTREMELY LOUD (PG13)

LOS GATOS • 41 N. Santa Cruz • 395-0203
THE ARTIST 12
(PG-13) THE DESCENDANTS (R)
CAMERA
CAMERA 12 • 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
*STAR WARS EPISODE 1 in RealD 3D (PG)
*JOURNEY 2 3D (PG) ✔MAN ON LEDGE (PG-13)
*SAFE HOUSE (PG-13) *THE VOW (PG-13)
*WOMAN IN BLACK (PG-13) ✔*BIG MIRACLE (PG)
*CHRONICLE (PG-13) ✔FLOWERS OF WAR (R)
✔ONE FOR THE MONEY (PG-13) HUGO (2D) (PG)
UNDERWORLD (in 2D) (R) THE GREY (R)
SHAME (NC-17) GIRL WITH DRAGON TATTOO (R)
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SJSU head coach Sam Piraro huddles the team together during an inter-squad
game on Feb. 3 at Blethen Field. Last season, the Spartans’ overall record was

drafted but signed a free agent
contract with the Toronto Blue
Jays.
Luckily for SJSU, Piraro said,
Guzman decided to return to
school and earn his degree
from SJSU.
“It was an entirely personal decision,” Guzman said.
“I wanted to graduate in four
years. It’s always been my
goal.”
Guzman said a lot of talented pitching arms are gone,
but added that he is ready to
lead the 2012 Spartan pitching
squad.
“Definitely we have huge
shoes to fill,” he said. “The
majority of our innings from
last season are gone with
(McFarland) and (Padilla) but
we have a lot of capable arms
to take over.”
Piraro said he expects some
of the pitchers who have not
received many innings on the
mound thus far in their careers
to step up now that they will be
called on much more often.
“Our pitching rotation is still
building,” he said. “Guys that
have been in our program for
some time but have not been at
the front of the line — now it’s
their turn.”
Some of the pitchers Piraro
noted as keys to this season’s potential success are sophomores
Johnny Melero and D.J. Slaton
and junior David Wayne Russo.
“These guys pitched innings
last year that were not necessarily game-on-the-line innings,”
Piraro said. “Now they’re called

BASEBALL BY THE

NUMBERS
-

5 players

SJSU baseball had five players
selected in the MLB Draft.

-

35 wins
SJSU won 35 games in 2011.
The team had 23 wins in 2010.

-

2nd place
SJSU baseball is projected to
finish second in the WAC.

on to step forward, and they’ve
done a good job.”
Piraro added that Guzman,
the team’s leader in innings
pitched from this season’s
group of returning players,
will more than likely not able
to pitch to start the season because of extensive throwing he
did while playing for a South
Carolina minor league baseball
club during the summer.
“If you put a gun to my
head, I would say those three
(Melero, Slaton and Russo)
would start the season next
week,” Piraro said.
Another arm that is expected to take the reigns from the
program’s departed players is
junior Zack Jones, who, despite
being the team’s closer, was

35-26, going 11-13 in Western Athletic Conference play, and finishing fifth in the
Western Athletic Conference. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

selected by WAC Sports as the
conference’s preseason pitcher
of the year.
Jones also made the AllWAC preseason team as a designated hitter after hitting .316
with seven doubles, three home
runs and 26 RBIs in 2011.
However, Piraro said Jones
will not be able to start the
season in game-time pitching
form because of appendicitis
and will be out anywhere from
10 d ays to two weeks.
“We’re lucky to have a guy
like Zack to finish games,”
Piraro said. “We don’t want
to dwell on his absence. We
don’t want the team to think
about it, but we need to know
we’re still good without him.”
As far as the everyday lineup is concerned, Piraro said
he’s still tinkering with it.
Piraro said he has only three
constants at the moment in
his lineup — junior outfielder
Tim Quiery, newcomer junior
catcher Kyle Gallegos, who
transfered from Chabot College
and Jones as designated hitter,
if he were healthy.
“Other positions are still
competing,” he said. “We have
six guys competing for three
outfield spots, the middle infield has position battles and
we have a couple options at
first base.”
Sophomore infielder Jacob
Velez, who is competing for the
starting second base job, said
his philosophy at the plate has
not changed from last season
and added that he would like to

improve his defense to help ensure him the starting role.
“I have the same approach at
the plate as last year,” he said.
“It worked well so I’m going to
stick with it. I would just like
to see my defense improve a
little.”
Junior third baseman Tyler
Christian, who led the team
last season with six home runs,
said the team has been working a lot on small-ball aspects
at the plate, including bunting
and hitting to all fields.
“We have been working
mainly on our execution at the
plate,” he said. “I’m trying to hit
more to the opposite field this
year. I pulled the ball a lot last
year and now I’m trying to let
the ball get deeper in the zone.”
In another of its preseason
polls released Wednesday,
WAC Sports selected SJSU to
finish in second place in the
conference this season, collecting three first-place votes —
one less than Fresno State.
However, Piraro believes
that Fresno State and Hawaii,
who finished third in the projected poll, are the best the
WAC has to offer.
“The championship goes
to Fresno and Hawaii, there’s
no getting around that,” he
said. “Fresno is the class of
the league — program and
talent wise. We have to raise

our game to get into that
category.”
Piraro added that Fresno and
Hawaii have a larger margin of
error, and if SJSU can play at
a certain level and standard of
the game and come out every
day with its “A” game then they
can compete with the conference’s front-runners.
“It’s not a slap at our guys, it
is what it is,” Piraro said. “Our
guys are up to the challenge
with that. Our players are very
competitive and have pride in
themselves.
“We tell our guys that if we
play a certain level and standard of the game of baseball,
we can compete with those
guys. Our margin of error is not
as big as Fresno’s, it’s not as big
as Hawaii’s.”
Christian said most of all
he can’t wait to hit the diamond and for the season to
begin.
“I have seen the team come
together and leaders emerge,”
he said. “This is going to be a
fun and great year — I’m ready
to get it started.”
The Spartans will host the
program’s annual alumni
game on Saturday at Blethen
Field at 1 p.m.
SJSU’s first sanctioned game
is Feb. 17 against the University
of San Francisco at San Jose
Municipal Stadium at 6 p.m.
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This or that: Upscale versus casual dining for your valentine
You cannot put a price on romance
by Samantha Clark
Staff Writer

The prawn spaghetti is a favorite at Sonoma Chicken Coop. Photo by Christian Gin / Spartan Daily

Inexpensive dates are just as good
by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day may be
one of the most romantic
days of the year, but it doesn’t
have to be extraordinarily
fancy.
Things can be kept casual
and still be just as rewarding
as a fancy place.
The Sonoma Chicken Coop
is one of the more casual restaurants in town but packs a
taste that makes your palate
say wow.
While searching for the
right restaurant, Valentine’s
Day doesn’t need to include
spending lots of money.
The restaurant is a reasonably-priced place and the food
quality is great.
The restaurant is located
on Market Street — right in
the middle of downtown San
Jose — making it accessible
for those who live on or near
campus.
The surroundings are like a
busy cafeteria, where people
are ordering their food and
talking around them.
It isn’t the same quiet restaurant where everything
has a dark background and
candles.
The sounds mostly come
from jazz music if no one is
talking, and the smell of the
food makes everyone hungry.
The sauces and seasonings
on the food gives you a reason to anticipate something
tasty.
There are various specials
on the menu as well.
One of the signature dishes
Sonoma is known for is its
pizza.
The oven-fired pizzas are
only around $10 when buying
one.
There are also several different pasta dishes they serve
including chicken parmigiana,
garlic chicken alfredo and a
skillet chicken carbonara — all
of which are about $11 each.
The portion sizes and quality of these pasta bowls are decent and well worth the price.
The restaurant also offers
several grilled items such as
salmon, steak, chicken and
barbecue ribs.
They also offer sandwiches they offer made with fish,
chicken, burgers, turkey and
portobello mushrooms for
about $9 each.
I ordered their signature
dish, the rotisserie chicken including the choice of ordering
one of three different sauces
— chipotle barbecue, lemon
vinaigrette or coop au vin (red
wine sauce).
The dish also came with a
choice of several different side
dishes such as pasta, potatoes,
soup or salad.
The chicken that I ate was
of high quality, and I finished
it fast because of how delicious
it was.
Chicken can be bought by
the quarter or half for $8 and
$10 respectively.

“Valentine’s
Day doesn’t
need to
include
spending
lots of
money.”
The portions are very
generous in size and tasty
too.
This is one of the best
places to eat if you need to
eat somewhere before heading to an event.
The restaurant is designed
similar to a cafeteria and not a
sit-down restaurant.
Instead, it has a menu for
everyone to look at while
waiting in line.
You pay through the cash
register and then your food
is eventually called up when
ready.

The Sonoma Chicken Coop
is often a place for many to
hang out.
There are televisions for
people to watch sports, and it
has a casual feel to it.
There is room to eat outside, inside and even in an
outside tent for people.
Sonoma Chicken Coop also
serves as a place for people
to eat before attending a San
Jose Sharks game.
Many will come in to eat
and drink before heading
over.
Despite the size of crowds
that come, the service is still
fast, as the restaurant has extra workers for game nights.
The restaurant is within
walking distance of HP Pavilion, so it’s even more convenient how its location is right
in San Pedro Square and near
all of the big events.
While Valentine’s Day can
be loving and romantic, the
food doesn’t need to be at an
extravagant place.
A casual dining place is all
you need to have a good time.
It can be simple with a
quality bang for buck at the
Sonoma Chicken Coop.

Sonoma Chicken Coop serves up a variety of delicious entrées at
an affordable price. Photo by Christian Gin / Spartan Daily

The culture of tapas reflects the Spanish approach to
life — a shameless love of food
and pleasure.
Sharing plates and a variety of new dishes sparks conversation, making tapas ideal
for a Valentine’s Day dinner
date.
Over a constellation of
small plates, you create a
sense of closeness because of
the intimate nature of reaching, exploring and gushing over a new delicious
discovery.
Tapas are small plates of
bite-sized appetizers served
in bars and with drinks.
Everyone is invited to the
“tapeo,” a movable soirée of
hopping from one tapas bar
to the next.
It’s all food, drink and fun
— spontaneous introductions,
old friends and new lovers
over tipping stems and shots
chased with laughter.
The dining room at Picasso’s Tapas & Restaurant
on Santa Clara Street sets the
correct atmosphere: flickering candles, warm terra-cotta
floors, bright lime and yellow walls, Picasso prints and
quiet Spanish chatter behind
the bar.
It’s so fun and romantic,
you know you’re in for a treat.
A pitcher of sangria and
the dates with jamon y queso
manchego ($7.99) make for a
good start, where the saltiness
of the ham and cheese offset
the sweetness of the almost
creamy date.
When I visited Spain, one
of my absolute favorite tapas
was the croquetas de pollo
jamon ($8.99) — crispy fried
potato outside and soft stuffed
chicken and cured Serrano
ham croquettes with a dollop
of spicy aioli.
Biting it cracks its fragile
shell and frees the treasure
inside for your consumption.
The morcilla de cebolla
($9.99) is traditional blood
sausage sauteed with onions
and bell peppers.
Shying away from this delicious dish would be a disservice because the crumbliness
of the sausage and good taste
pleasantly surprises if you’ve
never tried blood sausage.
The
tortilla
española
($5.99), an airy potato and onion omelet, and the calamari
a la sevillana ($9.99), sauteed
squid with a variety of vegetables, are both traditional and
worth trying.
Also traditional is the pimientos de piquillo ($12.99) —
the owner’s favorite dish and
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Picasso’s Tapas & Restaurant serves Spanish cuisine and is located
on E. Santa Clara street. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

mine. One key tip for dining at
a new restaurant: watch what
others are eating.
Every time I’ve been to
Picasso’s someone enjoys
the roasted sweet piquillo
peppers stuffed with fish,
calamari and shrimp that swim
in a creamy lobster sauce garnished with toasted pine nuts.
Go ahead — use your
bread to finish the sauce. I’d
think you were crazy if you
didn’t.
Spain’s most famous tapa
is featured as the gambas
al ajillo ($9.89), which is sauteed shrimp in a simple olive oil, dry sherry and garlic
mixture. While simple, it’s
certainly pleasing.
The owner’s wife’s favorite
dish is the chile champiñon
($8.99).
The
supple
mushroom
caps and red bell peppers are
sauteed in a sweet and spicy
balsamic glaze, which came
off a little too sweet and overpowering, masking the other
flavors.
The one dish I did not like
was the patatas bravas ($5.95),

a traditional tapas dish of fried
potato cubes topped with their
famous “Brava” salsa — a spicy
tomato sauce.
The sharpness of the sauce
jabbed
with
overpowering hints horseradish, when
I hoped it would be more complex and subtle.
Try the flan if you’d like,
but I recommend drinking your
dessert.
Note that there are terrific
ports and sherries.
Ask for the new dessert
wine Gran Vino Sanson ($6)
the way the owner likes it, with
lemon juice and ice.
Overall, the tapas are excellent, and the variety of
different dishes, flavors and
textures make for a neverboring dinner.
The one drawback is the
cost.
These little plates can
add up and take a toll on the
wallet, but the beauty of
tapas is that if you order just
a few, you will still share an
awesome meal.
Second date insurance: return to try everything else.
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SJSU students strike success with two startup companies
Hard work, creativity and determination
characterize student business owners
by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer

In the case of magnets and
relationships, the saying “opposites attract” readily applies.
Joey Budka and Conrad
Sasinski, both SJSU students,
have used this philosophy to
create their business, Transcendance Entertainment.
Transcedance
Entertainment, LLC, is a company created by Budka, a business administration major with an
emphasis in entrepreneurship,
and Sasinski, a music technology major.
Together they have harmonized their way through
a business plan that provides
sound and light technology to
both public and private events.

Business, but not as usual
“When I was little, on the
corner I had my little lemonade stand, and I had an orchard
right behind my house,” Budka
said. “I would go pick a lemon,
squeeze the juice out of it and
make a little profit.”
Budka carried a spirit of entrepreneurship through high
school and through college
where he has created his businesses.
While still attending SJSU,
Budka started Transcendance
along with Ace Property
Group, LLC.
Networking has played
a huge role in his success,
whether it was through school
or the surrounding San Jose
community, Budka said.
He was the president of the
Banking and Investment Club
and an officer within Entrepreneurial Society, but also played
real estate investment board
games with a group where
he met his two business part-

ners that work with him in
property management.
“My experience in business
was self-marketing,” Sasinksi
said. “I kind of knew how to
market and talk to people a
little bit and show myself off
when studying business, so
I had a little experience but
didn’t have a business before
that.”
Sasinksi, a sophomore music technology major, was into
making music as a DJ as well
as music production when he
met Budka and his brother,
Alex.
Sasinksi said he started
working with Budka two years
ago.
“We actually all three own
the company. So I talked to
(Budka) and we became pretty
good friends, all three of us.
They’re like my brothers.”

The perfect mix
Budka and Sasinski both
noted the importance of
working with the strengths
of others to build something
successfully.
“I know they have business
chops, so I kinda kept them
around,” Sasinski said. “It’s a
mutual relationship between
all of us.”
For Budka, networking was
extremely important.
“Another principle I learned
is network, network, network
with people that are richer,
smarter, more intelligent,”
Budka said. “You want to surround yourself with people
smarter than you. If you’re the
smartest person on your team
you’re probably going to fail.”
Using that understanding,
the three partners put their tal-
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Joey Budka (right), is an SJSU business administration major who co-created Transcendance Entertainment along with Ace Property
Group, LLC. He owns Transcendance with his younger brother, Alex Budka (center), and Conrad Sasinski (left), a music technology major.
Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

ents and $3,000 into creating
Transcendance Entertainment.
“We were strapped with
cash. We decided we might
want to finance the things we
needed to get the business running and used $3,000 dollars to
buy equipment,” Budka said.
“From the moment we took
a loan,” is when Sasinksi said
is the reality of his own business set in. “Because you know
once you take a loan you have
to pay it monthly or else you
end up with a lot of debt and
a lot of interest you have to
work month to month to pay
that off.”

the Silicon Valley Center for
Entrepreneurship every year.
Anuradha Basu, the director
of the entrepreneurial center,
said the Innovation Challenge
is open to all majors and offers
opportunities for students to
network with business people
in the surrounding community
and gain feedback for their
potential entrepreneurial ventures.
The center also helps to
shape entrepreneurship as a
major, Basu said.
“We played a role in introducing
entrepreneurship
courses and internship-based
courses,” she said.

Campus resources
For students interested in
starting their own businesses
there are resources on campus.
SJSU holds an Innovation Challenge put on by

Anything is possible
“I think a lot of people are
scared because you have a lot of
responsibility,” Sasinski said. “It’s
like having a baby because you
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have to nurture it and watch it
grow. The defining moments of
genesis, moments of creation, are
most important. That determines
how the business is gonna grow.”
Budka said students have to
understand themselves well if
they want to go into business
and investment.
“I know I’m no Mark
Zuckerburg. He’s one in a million and not everybody is going
to be him, but understand what
your strengths and your weaknesses and go in that direction
— that will compliment you,”
Budka said.
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1 Company
with a
spokesduck
6 Pillow
coverings
11 Light toss
14 2005 Oscar
winner for
Best Picture
15 Citrus fruit
16 “Ear”
anagram
17 A pageant
winner’s
title
19 “Gidget”
actress
Sandra
20 “Put some
meat on
those
bones!”
21 “Norma
___” (Sally
Field ﬁlm)
22 Wax
drawing
stick
24 Ceylon,
today
27 ___ mater
28 Asner and
Harris
29 Members of
rhythm
sections
33 Disorderly
struggle
36 Small South
American
monkey
37 “Go no
further!”
38 Words that
will deﬁnitely
get you a kiss
39 Ancient
Athenian
statesman
40 Dinghy tool
41 Tapedeyeglasses

wearer
43 ___ and
proper
44 Longwinded
46 Vulgarly
dressed
48 Pompom
waver’s cry
49 Alliance of
countries
50 Suitable
person?
55 Most happygo-lucky
57 Ticketwindow
transaction
58 Legendary actress
West
59 “___ the
ﬁelds we go
...”
60 Address for
Obama
64 Sibling of sis
65 Caravan’s
stopover
66 “Don’t ___
words!”
67 Charged-up
particle
68 Snail’s trail
69 Concluded

words
9 Casual shoe
10 Entangles
11 First woman
to sit as a
member of
Parliament
12 Classic
Nabisco
snack
13 Has-___
(former star)
18 “... on a dead
___ chest”
23 “Lucky
Jim” author
Kingsley
25 Peggy or
Pinky
26 Skill or
know-how
30 Electron’s
home
31 Pond critter
32 Nimble
33 Type of bus
34 “East of
___”
35 “She Walks
in Beauty”
poet
36 Divided
39 Ghostly
42 Editorial
strike-out

DOWN
1 High points
2 Cloister
denizen
3 “That’s the
___ heard”
4 One at a
brayer
meeting?
5 Blatant
deception
6 Built for
speed
7 That girl
yonder
8 Little Jack
Horner’s last
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weapon
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noise
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Curing the dependence on ‘reality’ television
by
Megan
Mills
Staff Writer

From “Jersey Shore” to “Fear
Factor,” “Keeping Up With the
Kardashians” to “The Bachelor,”
watching reality television is
an addiction that America has
been battling for quite some
time now.
As a nation, we indulge our
guilty pleasure with drama
from reality television.
The Kardashian Network,
also known as the “E” channel,
is an ongoing network following a family where it can be
argued that the only person
who worked for his fame is the
father, Bruce Jenner.
The “Jersey Shore” cast receives a paycheck every episode to excessively tan and
visit the same club every night
of the week.
It baffles me to think about
why these celebrity figures are
in the spotlight at all.
I ask myself this question
constantly, yet still continue
to give into this reality TV
addiction.

Why are we so interested
in watching others live their
drama-infested lives instead of
trying to improve our own?
Reality television fuels our
fire with entertainment and
drama.
“The message of reality television is that ordinary people
can become so important that
millions will watch them,”
stated Psychologytoday.com
as to why society and the
media highlight reality shows.
“And the secret thrill of many
of those viewers is the thought
that perhaps next time, the new
celebrities might be them.”
I shamefully admit I give into
this guilty addiction every now
and again.
Personally, I would rather
watch two moms battle and try
to adopt to different families in
“Wife Swap” over Martha Stewart’s talk show.
It’s easy to criticize these
wildly outrageous TV personalities, but the truth of the matter
is that society enjoys being the
nosy neighbor for people that
live more exciting lives than the
average adult.
Sure we get a little jealous that Snooki works a little
and plays a lot, but most of us

Professional sports
leagues need to punish
harder on drug abuse
by
Christian
Gin
Staff Writer

Performance-enhancing
drugs can be viewed as something useful, or very tarnishing
to someone’s performance.
While players will sometimes use steroids and PEDs
to heal an injury faster, others prefer to use them to make
themselves stronger.
This past week, professional
cyclist Alberto Contador was
officially stripped of his 2010
Tour de France title after testing positive for taking clenbuterol.
While he tested positive
more than 18 months ago, the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
stripped him of his championship on Tuesday.
I wish sports leagues would
be stricter in removing an accomplishment from someone’s
history for cheating of any
kind.
Whether it’s Spygate, steroids, NCAA violations or a

betting scandal, these are all
wrong in my book.
Some sports are very lenient
with these kinds of rules.
In football, you would only
receive a four-game suspension
for taking a PED. In baseball,
you would receive a 50-game
suspension for taking PEDs or
Human Growth Hormone.
The International Olympic
Committee is the strictest of
all sports organizations. They
will strip someone’s medal or
records if that person is caught.
If someone tests positive
again, the person will be banned
for life from any kind of sport
that is connected to the IOC.

“I really wish
that sports
leagues
would be
stricter like
the IOC.”

“Society enjoys
being the nosy
neighbor for
people that live
more exciting
lives than the
average adult.”
can’t turn our eyes away from
the tube.
We constantly complain
about how mindless these
shows appear to be, but the ratings say otherwise, soaring to
the most-watched shows on
television today.
“By vaulting nobodies into
overnight celebrities, these shows
appeal to the flip side of America’s fascination with stardom
— people’s secret resentment at
being shut out of Hollywood’s
seven-carat system,” reported
Businessweek on America’s fascination with reality TV.
The simple fact is these
shows are designed purely for

our entertainment.
We get to escape our hectic,
tedious schedules to watch these
celebrities act and do just about
anything for a check with their
name on it.
In addition to providing us
with cheap entertainment, reality TV gives society the drama
we crave.
We religiously watched
“American Idol” to see the judge,
Simon Cowell, give his cruel,
honest opinion about a contestant or turn the channel to see
“Wipeout” competitors make
their way through slimy, bouncy
obstacles.
This is why reality TV shows
have stayed popular for so
long, picking up more viewers
each episode during the course
of a season.
We love to see other people,
whether it’s celebrities or regular
folks like ourselves, put themselves in the spotlight for our
amusement.
It’s safe to say reality television is here to stay and continue entertaining America with
unpredictable dramatic twists
and turns.
It looks like this addiction
will be harder to cure than I
thought.

An example of this is Marion Jones, who was a three-time
gold medalist and two-time
bronze medalist during the
2000 Summer Olympic Games
in Sydney.
The infamous Bay Area Laboratory Co-Operative scandal
happened in 2003, and names
of athletes who used their products were released. BALCO was
an organization that provided
athletes with performance-enhancing products.
Jones’s name was on the list
of athletes, but it wasn’t until
2007 when she admitted to taking PEDs after being accused in
books and news articles related
to BALCO.
The IOC stripped her of all
the medals that she won. This
includes a relay medal that her
USA teammates were forced to
give back as a result.
It gets under my skin when
a player in baseball, who
achieved some incredible feat,
tests positive as well.
Most recently, Ryan Braun
became baseball’s National
League most valuable player
for his 2011 season. After being awarded this, news leaked
that he had a high level of
testosterone.
This means that he took a
PED, making his 2011 season
tainted.
Baseball will not strip him of
his award, and he’ll retain his
MVP title for the season.
There is a strong chance,
however, he will face a 50-game
suspension for 2012.

In the eyes of fans like me,
his 2011 season will always
have an asterisk on it because
of the fact he took PEDs.
His statistics in that season
are highly inflated with the
help of himself being juiced.
I really wish that sports
leagues would be stricter like
the IOC is with their athletes.
If there were stricter rules
enforced on athletes, there
would be less people taking
these drugs to make them more
competitive.
It’s unfortunate that a record like Barry Bonds’s home
run total can stand even
though people believe he took
steroids.
The legendary Hank Aaron didn’t take PEDs to reach
the home run record when he
played baseball.
The integrity in sports diminishes each time someone
uses PEDs or HGH and is
caught in the process.
There should be more severe
punishments in baseball and
football compared to what they
get today.
It’s unfair to those who do
have legitimate records in the
books from not taking drugs.
Someone who takes steroids to enhance their body is
as bad as someone cheating
on a test or plagiarizing on a
project.
If more professional sporting organizations were as strict
as the IOC and CAS, we’d see a
severe drop in athletes cheating
and tainting the record books.
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Prop 8 repeal is a
victory for equality
by
Ashley
Finden
Senior Staff Writer

It is almost Valentine’s
Day. This means love is in the
air — people display their affection with chocolates, cards
and jewelry. The federal appeals court in San Francisco is
showing its support of love in
a historic manner by knocking
Proposition 8 down.
For those who may not
know, Prop. 8 was a proposition in 2008 that eliminated the
rights for same-sex couples to
get married and is a hot topic
all over the country.
I support gay marriage. I
believe that if two people decide to marry one another, they
should have the right no matter if they are gay, bisexual or
transgender.
People argue against gay
marriage with a passion, unfortunately. Then again, people
are always afraid of change
— just look at the Civil Rights
Movement.
“We will immediately appeal this misguided decision
that disregards the will of more
than 7 million Californians
who voted to restore marriage
as the unique union of only a
man and a woman,” Andy Pugno, general counsel for ProtectMarriage.com, stated on abcnews.go.com.
But if you look at marriage
now, it seems to be taken for
granted and unappreciated by
so many male-female couples.
Marriage usually ends in divorce nowadays.
America has the highest divorce rate in the world. Yet,
people fear that allowing a homosexual couple to wed will
ruin the sanctity of marriage,
According to nationmaster.com.
Newt Gingrich, for example, is fully against gay marriage. He even compares it to
paganism — another thing he
doesn’t like.
“It’s pretty simple: marriage
is between a man and a woman,” Gingrich said in an article
for the Huffington Post. “The
effort to create alternatives to
marriage between a man and
a woman are perfectly natural
pagan behaviors, but they are
a fundamental violation of our
civilization.”
But hey, of all people, Gingrich
has kept marriage sacred, right?
I mean, so what if he has
had three wives and admitted
to having an affair. This guy
knows marriage — and divorce
— like the back of his hand.

Gingrich is nothing more
than a tool in this case.
How can he preach about
how marriage is a sacred union
when he can’t even have a successful marriage before running out the door?
If anything, I feel a majority
of gay couples will appreciate
marriage more.

“Not allowing
gays, lesbians,
bisexuals or
transgender
people to
wed is like
saying they
are not human
and beneath
straights.”
They probably won’t take it
for granted because they have
had struggles to be able to marry their significant other.
I think many gay couples
may know the value of marriage more than most heterosexuals.
Straight people have been
told their whole lives to get
married. We are slipped these
messages that imply once we
get married, we will live happily ever after.
Then why shouldn’t homosexuals live happily ever after?
Why should someone be denied
happiness for being different,
regardless of their sexuality?
Don’t rain on someone
else’s parade just because they
love different people.
Gays are not starting a cult or
anything to convert us all — they
just want equality, which is what
this country is based on.
Equality is what this is about.
Not allowing gays, lesbians,
bisexuals or transgender people to wed is like saying they
are not human and beneath
straights.
How can it be acceptable to
deny a fellow human being the
basic right of marriage?
It is a slap in the face to tell
a person they cannot marry the
person they want.
So I am glad that Proposition 8 was smacked down, because this is a monumental step
forward in America.
In the end, if you think
about it, aren’t we all Homo…
sapiens?
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White House opinion to stay put regarding
national birth control access for women
New law set in place
requiring private
insurers to provide
contraceptives
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

WASHINGTON — The
White House insisted Wednesday that the president’s commitment to contraceptive access for women is “absolutely
firm,” even as Republicans
from Capitol Hill to the presidential campaign trail assailed
the policy as an attack on religious liberty.
Republicans seized on a call
from Catholic bishops, who in
recent weeks have asked their
parishioners to object to a federal law requiring religiousbased institutions, such as
Catholic hospitals and universities, to provide contraceptives as part of their health
care coverage. A new law taking effect this year requires
most private insurers to pay
for birth control. Religious
groups have been given an extra year to comply.
At the White House, press
secretary Jay Carney said
the administration wants all
American women — no matter where they work — to have
access to the same health care
coverage and the same preventive care services. That includes contraception without
a co-payment.
“We want to work with all
of these organizations to implement this policy in a way
that is as sensitive to their
concerns as possible,” Carney said. “But let’s be clear:
The president is committed
to ensuring that women have
access to contraception without paying any extra costs, no
matter where they work.
“That’s the president’s
commitment,” he said. “That
is explicit in the policy proposal.”
But at the Capitol, House
Speaker John Boehner, ROhio, delivered a rare floor
speech vowing a repeal. He
and his Republican counterparts in the Senate called it an
“assault on religious liberty.”
“In imposing this requirement, the federal government has drifted dangerously
beyond its constitutional
boundaries, encroaching on
religious freedom in a manner that affects millions of
Americans and harms some of
our nation’s most vital institutions,” Boehner said.
The White House scrambled to contain the controversy — and cast the debate
not as one over religious freedom, but one over access to
affordable preventive care for
women. Democratic women
also jumped to the defense of
the policy, calling the Republican efforts to repeal the birth
control requirement an “aggressive and misleading campaign to deny” health care to
women.
“Those
now
attacking
the new health-coverage requirement claim it is an as-

d
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sault on religious liberty, but
the opposite is true,” wrote
Sens. Jeanne Shaheen of New
Hampshire, Barbara Boxer of
California and Patty Murray
of Washington.
“Religious freedom means
that Catholic women who
want to follow their church’s
doctrine can do so, avoiding
the use of contraception in
any form,” the senators wrote.
“But the millions of American women who choose to
use contraception should not
be forced to follow religious
doctrine, whether Catholic or
non-Catholic.”
A survey released this week
by the nonprofit, nonpartisan
Public Religion Research Institute found that 49 percent of
Americans say that religiously
affiliated colleges and hospitals should be required to
provide their employees with
health care plans that cover
contraception or birth control
at no cost. Forty-six percent
said they shouldn’t have to
provide such coverage.
But 52 percent of Catholics said religious institutions
should provide coverage that
includes contraception. The
numbers were even higher
among young people: 58 percent of people ages 18 to 29
said religious institutions
should provide health care
plans that include contraception coverage. Women were
“significantly more likely”
than men to agree.
Democrats suggest there’s
heightened awareness about
politicizing women’s health
care after the Susan G. Komen for the Cure breast cancer charity’s decision to end
— then restore, following an
outcry — grants for breast
cancer detection to Planned
Parenthood.
“Women in this country are
tired of being treated like a political football by Republicans
in Congress who have tried
continually and are continuing to try to take away their
benefits, to take away their
rights,” Boxer said Wednesday
during a news conference.
Carney dismissed any political calculations, saying
Obama was “focused on putting in place the right policies
for women across the country.
He’s focused on finding a balance that is sensitive to the

concerns expressed by some
religious groups.”
He said the administration is prepared to work with
religious organizations that
say the new provision would
require them to violate their
conscience. He also said the
White House was sensitive to
the religious concerns and had
included a process for further
talks, as well as an exemption
for churches and houses of
worship.
“From the beginning, we
understood the sensitivity
of this,” Carney said. “That is
why we sought the balance
that we did in the policy itself, why churches and houses
of worship are exempted and
why this transition period
was a part of the rule and why
we’re having these conversations.”
Republicans said the administration’s call for such
talks during the transition
period was merely to force
religious institutions to come
around to their point of view,
not for the federal government to change its mind.
“Bottom line is churches
should have a right to express
themselves,” said Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., sponsor of the
Senate bill that would repeal
the requirement that religious
organizations provide birth
control.
“We’re not banning contraception, and we’re not even
asking that the churches be
told that they can’t fund this
stuff,” Rubio said. “All we’re
saying is that if the tenets
of their faith are such that
they say a specific activity of
their faith is something they
shouldn’t do, the federal government shouldn’t use its
power to force them to pay for
that. That’s all we’re saying.”
On the Republican presidential campaign trail, former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney accused Obama of an “assault on religion” over the issue. Former Pennsylvania Sen.
Rick Santorum on Fox News
accused the president of overstepping his constitutional authority.
“He is trampling on the
most sacred right, the freedom
of conscience,” Santorum said,
predicting that the administration would backtrack. “I
predict they’re going to fold

their tent on this one. This
simply can’t stand.”
Carney called Romney an
“odd messenger,” because the
services that would be provided under the rule are the
same that were provided in
Massachusetts when Romney
was governor — including
contraception and a religious
exemption for houses of worship, churches and parochial
schools.
He called it “ironic that
Mitt Romney is criticizing
the president for pursuing a
policy that’s virtually identical to the one that was in
place when he was governor
of Massachusetts.”
Insurers in 28 states already
are required to cover contraceptives. The requirements
in North Carolina, New York
and California are identical to
the federal requirements, the
White House said. States such
as Colorado, Georgia and Wisconsin have no exemptions at
all for churches or other houses of worship.
Under the 2009 Affordable
Care Act, most health insurance plans — beginning Aug.
1, 2012 — are required to cover
preventive services for women including contraceptive
services without a co-pay, coinsurance or a deductible.
In January, the Department
of Health and Human Services
announced that employers
who, based on religious beliefs, do not currently provide contraceptive coverage
in their insurance plan, will
be given until Aug. 1, 2013,
to comply with the new law.
Churches and other houses of
worship are exempt, but hospitals and other institutions
are not.
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